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Effect of Self-Control Theory on the Recidivism of Criminal Offences against Person

among Male Juvenile Delinquents in the Bangkok Metropolitan Area
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the effect of self-control factors on offences against person
recidivism in 154 male juvenile offenders in the Bangkok Metropolitan area. Specifically, the study examined
elements of self-control theory which may predict offences against person recidivistic behavior. A variety of
self-control factors were explored, including personal background variables. Data were collected from training
schools in the Bangkok Metropolitan area, and the hypothesis was explored.

Results indicated that the sample had an average age of first offence against persons of 16.05 years,
and the average current age of offenders was 19.11 years. The majorities of the participants were students
(37%), at junior secondary school level (48.7%), and were Buddhist (96.75%). In total, more than half had
parents who were married and living together, and they lived with their parents (62.3%). About community
context, 16.9% of them lived in a slum, and 7.8% lived in a high crime rate community, especially for offences
against the person. 81.2% of participants reported that they had committed fewer than 10 offences, and
73.5% had a criminal history background in offences against persons, including murder.

Multiple logistic regression analysis demonstrated that a high level of impulsivity, a high level of the
simple task factor, a high level of risk taking, and a high level of temper were all significant predictors of
offences against person recidivism. Implications of these findings, including ways for preventing and resolv-
ing these behaviors, are discussed.

Key words: juvinile against against person recidivism offender/self-control factors,multiple logisticregressions
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TN 3 ﬂ’]ﬁm’i’]zﬁ“ﬂ’ﬂ;ﬂlmmu Multiple Logistic Regression Analysis 3¥%314

dulidae (MINIVANAULDI) LLa:ﬁaLLﬂimqu (MINITNMIHATIN

ANUINNEY)
Model 4
Predictors Odds 95% C.I for
B ratio p Odds ratio
Lower  Upper
Self-control factor variable -0.031 0.97 0.012  0.947 0.993
Constant 2.398  11.002 0.02
-2 log likelihood 193.031
Chi-square 2.913
df 8
P 0.04
Pseudo R square 0.046

@]’]i’]\‘i‘ﬁl 4 Classifications after Entry of the Explanatory Variables in the Model

Predicted Observed
Lower group Upper group % Correct Overall percentage
Model Il Lower group 68 1" 86.1 80.7
Upper group 17 49 74.2
Model IV Lower group 58 21 734 60.0
Upper group 37 29 439

* The number in parentheses were % correct prior to entry of the explanatory variables in the

model

"As a predictor of crime, crime opportunity in
our data appears to be almost as strong as (in the
case of fraud) or stronger than (in the case of force)
the term representing the interaction of low self-con-
trol and crime opportunity" (Grasmick et al. 1993:24)"
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madmﬂﬁ@]m‘my’mﬁu (Grasmick et al. 1993:24)"
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