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Prejudice in Thai Media Coverages toward
Burmese Labor and Thai Stereotype toward

Burmese Labor in Samutsakorn

Abstract

In the Globalizing world where ethnoscape has been operating, human beings flow around the world easier,
cheaper and freer. Bothwhite and blue collar workers are seeking better placesto work and establish their lives.
An idea of “global civil society” seems to be redlistic. In the ASEAN community, the socio-economic restructuring
that took place between the 1990s and the 2000s has created the transformation of labors. Thailand is one of
illuminating examples where foreigners cover domestic labor demand. Thailand,as a middle-income country,
regards labor incentive as a significant component of its industrial development, and demands a large number
of labors. The number of laborsmigrated from neighboring countriesinto Thailand have, thus, been increased
from the 1990s and some of them have saffled down in Thailand as Thai citizens. Those foreign labors and their
families use local public facilities and sevices such as education and healthcare without paying taxes, which will
cover necessary expenses to maintain and run those facilities and services. This paper examinesdisembedding
and distanciation phenomenon by looking throughthe case of Burmese who have reallocated themselves into
Thailand. This paperwill apply content analysis methodology to examine stereotypes of Thai media toward Burmese
labor in Thailand. In addition, the research will construct the questionnaire and focus group to local people in
Mahachai city, a seaside city near Bangkok where Burmese share a huge number of population. Conflictsand
hatred between Thais and Burmese in this city have gradually emerged and now there is fickle ethnic tension
between Thais and Burmese. They share local places and facilities but refused to mutually understand their cultures
and identities. The rejection and alienization of local people promoted by Thais against Burmese happened in
various levels of everyday lives. Such rejections and alienization can be witnessed in the cases of issuing state

regulationsand of developing local culture.

Keyword : Ethnic conflict, Thai citizen - Burmese labor, Hate speech
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